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Andreas Dracopoulos:

“Sharing what we have will contribute
to a fairer world”

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Co-President’s interview with Lakonikos Typos

The Stavros Niarchos
Foundation (SNF] is evolving
every day on a global scale.
The Foundation’s philanthropic
work includes thousands of
endeavors in every corner of
the globe, with the aim of
making people’s lives better.

without prejudice.
Andreas Dracopoulos spoke to
Lakonikos Typos about how
much the pandemic changed
our lives, about the lessons it
has given us, about Vamvakou,
the House of Mosaics, the new
General Hospital of Sparta, and
also about what advice his late
uncle Stavros Niarchos would
give to young people.

continued in page 9

At the helm of the Foundation
is @ man with disarming
honesty, sensitive,
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“Sharing what we have will contribute
to a fairer world”

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Co-President’s interview with Lakonikos Typos

continued from page 1

Usually, | do not mention my personal
views when | do an interview, but this
one is a bit different. The answers
provided by the SNF Co-President
gave me great food for thought and
reflection. Mainly about what each of
us can do—always according to our
abilities—to leave the world a little
better than we found it.

We need more people as sharp-witted
as Andreas Dracopoulos. More people
free in spirit who have set as their goal
the creation of a more just world. We
should follow his shining example.

How much has the world changed

after the pandemic? Do you believe
that it will be a positive change for
humanity?

A very interesting and important
question. At this point we can only
guess what the exact changes will be
down the road, but | do believe that any
COVID-19-related changes will be
deeper and longer than we may think
now. A lot of it has to do with COVID-19
being the first-ever truly global
pandemic/crisis, and it has affected
humanity as we have known it in many
ways and forms. And | also believe
that some of the changes will be good
and some might be bad, but the dust
hasn't settled yet. My hope is that we
can use this global crisis as a lesson
and an opportunity to regroup and try
to improve both as humans and as
professionals in whatever our field
may be. COVID-19 did catch us with
our pants down as a global society,
and we need to improve!

How has the pandemic affected you
personally?

Similar answer as per above, although
it made me even more sure that life is
short and we need to live every day to
its fullest, work hard, give it all you
have, be kind, be appreciative, and try
as much as you can to stay away from
toxic people and toxic situations. And
also strengthened my belief that the
more you have the more you should
do and share to contribute to a fairer
world for all.

Greeks have placed the Foundation,
and also you, among the contempo-
rary benefactors of our country. Do
you think that in the future we will
continue to see initiatives like yours,
or that the "morality” of the new era

will minimize such efforts until they
disappear?

The fact that you even ask this ques-
tion the way you do is worrisome; you
would hope and expect that the former
would be true but, (and you are right to
ask it the way you do) | am afraid the
latter could be the case. On the other
hand “dum spiro spero,” and | would
remain hopeful that more and more
people will realize that the more one
has, the greater his/her responsibility
to contribute, in any way he/she can, to
ensure a healthier and fairer world.

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation
(SNF) has a multifaceted and diverse
presence in Laconia. It is implement-
ing perhaps the most important
donation ever made to the prefecture,
the design, construction, and ouffitting
of the New General Hospital of Sparta.
What was it that persuaded you to
make this great donation to the
Laconian capital?

There is an old saying that “philanthro-
py starts in your own backyard,” in a
good way, and it should, this is where
we come from and we are honored
that we can contribute to the social and
medical infrastructure of our place of
origin.

The Vamvakou Revival project, for the
place of origin of the late Stavros
Niarchos, is highly esteemed by the
people of Laconia. How do you feel
about the village coming to life again,

thanks to your own actions?

We want to thank the team that is
running the program, for the pathos
with which they are doing it, their
creativity and hard work. They are the
ones with the dream and we are very

happy we can help them materialize it.

A great project which could become a
real example to follow, globally.

The addition of the House of Mosaics
to the cultural wealth of Sparta is
another important project of the
Foundation in the region. The renova-
tion of the existing Archaeological
Museum as well. Do you think that
Sparta has lagged behind in the
development and promotion of its
cultural resources? And if so, what
are considered to be the faults that
hold the city back?
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Unfortunately, the state still treats
people as customers and not citizens.
We all have a lot to learn and a lot of
hard work in front of us to get out of
this mentality. Until then we have to
keep fighting, as—for many—the
notion of philanthropy is often times
mistaken as part of doing business,
with all of the expected repercussions
being evident.

If Stavros Niarchos were alive today,
what his advice be to young people?

Keep working hard... and then harder
X and try to enjoy it as much as you

can.

What would be your advice?

Similar: give it all you have, every day,
and ABTTY (always be true to yourself].




